I I 

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/23 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000504880006-4 


AATIC1.E APPttAfD 
ON PAGE —J 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
1 June 1986 




CIA’s shot at media backfires 
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WASHINGTON— The CIA has 
been conducting a concerted cam- 
paign to stifle news media coverage 
of certain defense or national securi- 
ty issues, well-placed sources con- 
firm, but the operation has back- 
fired and has left the intelligence 
community embarrassed and in 
disarray. 

The campaign was launched sever- 
al months ago by CIA Director Wil- 

? liam Casey and Lt. Gen. William 
Odom, the director of the National 
Security Agency [NSA], ostensibly 
to limit damage to U.S. intelligence 
programs that could be caused by 
detailed news reporting on the fed- 
eral prosecution of spy suspect 
Ronald Pelton. 

Pelton, a former $24,000-a-year 
communications specialist at the 
NSA, is on trial in Baltimore on 
charges of selling sensitive informa- 
tion to the Soviet Union. 

In their campaign, Casey and 
Odom threatened criminal prosecu- 
tion of news organizations that pro- 
vided too much detail of the top- 
secret intelligence operations that 
Pelton was said to have compromis- 
ed and recommended that the Jus- 
tice Department bring charges 
against NBC News for reporting on 
the Pelton case even though NBC 
had broadcast the disclosures previ- 
ously. 

Later, they warned the media that 
“speculation and reporting details 
beyond the information that was ac- 
tually released at triar should be 
treated warily. 

But senior congressional and ad- 
ministration sources confirm that 
the campaign had the broader inten- 
tion of trying to stop the news 
media from publishing or broad- 


By the end of last week, it was 
clear that the campaign by Casey 
and Odom, both known for the 
vigor of their anti-Communist 
views, had run aground. 

Ohe Justice Department official 
sam federal prosecutors were cool 

l °e xjD^ y t, SU88ested prosecution- 
ot INBC. The report that sparked 
Casey s recommendation to do so 
was virtually identical to an NBC 
story on the Pelton case aired al- 
most six months earlier that the 
CIA had ignored. 

The White House publicly back- 
ed off from part of Casey’s warn- 
ing to the media, saying it used 
the wrong word when it cautioned 
against reporting on “speculation” 
that went beyond information at 
the Pelton trial. “Speculation is a 
very loose term,” White House 
spokesman Edward Djerejian said 
rnday In no way do we mean to 
imply by use of the word specula- 
tion prior censorship or press cen- 
sorship ” Casey also later acknowl- 
edged that he should have used a 
different term. 

Moreover, Casey’s and Odom’s 
campaign had the effect of 
drawing media attention to the 
relton trial, which probably would 
have been sparsely attended with- 
out the furor caused by their 
speeches and warnings. 

Indeed, when testimony began in 
the trial last week, television 
cameras lined the halls of the Bal- 
timore courthouse where the Pel- 
ton case was being heard. The 
courtroom was packed with re- 
porters and spectators, and one 
high-level White House official 
said he was “stunned” to learn 

. h k OW /4 r i uch _ 1 de , taiIed ‘"formation 
the CIA and the NSA had autho- 
rized the federal prosecutor to 
place in the public record. 

The problem is that the press 
does a hell of a lot better job get- 
ting its information out than the 


casting unauthorized government in- tln 8 information out than th( 
formation— “leaks” in Washington government does of keeping its se- 
— i crets, said the official, who insist- 

ed on anonymity. “People are 
trying to figure out how to deal 
with this.” 


parlance. 

The campaign also served to 
divert public attention from the gov- 
ernment’s seeming inability to pro- 
tect the nation’s secrets from 
espionage. In the last 18 months, se- 
rious damage has been done to na- 
tional security by convicted or sus- 
pected spies in the CIA, the NSA, 
the Navy’s antisubmarine warfare 
program and Navy communica- 
tions and Middle East intelligence 
operations 


A key aspect of the campaign by 
Casey and Odom was that jour- 
nalists reporting on the charges 
leveled at Pelton would harm na- 
tional security by delving into de- 
tails about highly sensitive U.S, 
communications intelligence capa- 
bilities that came out in the trial 
The Washington Post, also tar- 
geted in the campaign, withheld 


details in one of its stones involv- 
ing the Pelton case, saying it could 
not determine whether the nation- 
al interest would be harmed bv 
publication. But Casey’s and 
Odom’s credibility was shattered 
within days of the warning to the 
Post and NBC when the trial 
opened and federal prosecutors 
placed on the public record details 
about the NSA that one expert 
characterized as “unprecedented.” 

However, because Casey and 
Odom themselves had cleared re- 
lease of the details weeks before* 
the trial started, their campaign 
seem aimed at intimidating tne 
news media rather than limiting 
disclosures. 

When NBC, for example, aired a 
report May 19 on Pelton, network 
correspondent James Polk said 
that Pelton was suspected of 
giving away a highly sensitive NSA 
program code-named Ivy Bells, 
believed to be a top-secret un- 
derwater eavesdropping operation 
by American submarines inside 
Russian harbors.” 

The NBC report, however, was 
virtually identical to a report the 
network aired on Nov. 27, 1985. 
Furthermore, the code name Ivy 
Bells already had been disclosed in 
court records and stories about 
U.S. submarines operating inside 
Soviet harbors had been published 
in the 1970s. 

When federal prosecutor John 
Douglass addressed the jury in his 
opening remarks, though, he went 
into much greater detail than the 
tNdL report or anv other news 
story published about the Pelton 
He , t? ld the jury about the 
NSA s ability to exploit, process 
and analyze coded Soviet com- 
munications that travel by radio 
microwave and cable between 
terminal points” such as Soviet 
military and civilian centers. 

The details involving the NSA 
never had been publicly disclosed 
previously. Pelton’s former boss at 
the NSA, Donald R. Bacon, told 
the jury about Soviet specialists at 
the agency who intercept com- 
munications written by the “high- 
est-level” Soviet authorities. 

The White House official said 
that he was surprised at the details 
that were disclosed at the trial. He 
said he was told that the decisions 
to release the details were made 
a the CIA and NSA conducted 
a hard-headed analysis” and de- 
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termined that the Soviets already 
knew of the details released at the 
trial. 

tbe wee * c > Casey, Odom 
r\ 2 nd CIA Deputy Director Robert 
p Oates gave an interview to Associ- 
ated Press to try to explain the 
campaign. 

They said that much informa- 
tion about the intelligence pro- 
grams for which they are responsi- 
ble has been “severely damaged by 
disclosures of sensitive informa- 
tion. This is costing the taxpayers 
billions and billions of dollars, and 
more importantly ... our national 
security is at risk.” 

Gates said the CIA wants “ac- 
ceptance of the notion that the 
media does have a responsibility 
to the country to be careful about 
these kinds of things. And second 
to convey to you all that when 
you hear these things which we are 
trying to stop coming out of the 
government that you will be will- 

saui t0 COnsult with us >” Gates 

Hopefully if it is a serious 
problem we can persuade you not 
to use it .at ail. But if you insist on 
going ahead, to try to develop a 
way of conveying what you want 
to say that minimizes the damage 
and the risk to our sources.” 

But a look at the serious intelli- 
compromises exposed over 
the last 18 months shows that 
most stemmed from spying bv 
government or former government 
employees, not classified informa- 
tion published by the media. 


Navy Secretary John Lehman, 
lor example, said that the Soviet 
vast information 
about the U.S. antisubmarine war- 
fare program and Navy communi- 
catmns from the spy ring headed 
by John Walker, a former com- 
munications officer in the Naw’s 
submarine force who had sold in- 
telligence information to the 
Soviets. 

Classified reports on U.S. mili- 
tary strengths and other U.S. intel- 

c n ^ orn ?, at ‘ on regarding the’ 
Middle East allegedly were sold to 
Israel by Jonathan Pollard, a civil- 
ian intelligence analyst with the 
Naval Investigative Service cur- 

charges'” custoc * y on espionage 

Larry W u Tai Chin, a CIA 
analyst, committed suicide after 
3- convicted of selling classified 
intelligence reports to the Chinese 
government. Reagan administra- 
tion officials said Chin’s activities 
caused a serious security breach. 

Pelton was given access to highly 
sensitive information while work- 
ing as a relatively low-level com- 
munications specialist at the NSA. 

Even the CIA itself and the gov- 
ernment may have given awav 
some of the most sensitive nation- 
al security secrets to Vitaly Yur- 
chenko, the erstwhile Soviet defec- 
tive CIa'^ W K ho em barrassed 

y g01n u 8 back t0 Moscow 
alter four months in U.S. custody 
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